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: From my Houſe at 
Reverend Sir, the 2d, of Fune,1637. 


Received yours by the laſt Poſt, wherein I find your 
kindneſs makes you think me more capable than I 
really am of giving Advice in ſo critical a time 
as this ; but however, that deſerves all the return I 

am able to make, and accordingly whatever failings I 
commit, will I hope beſtill a greater demonſtration of 
my compliance and Friendſhip. 

You deſire to know my Opinion of the Church of Exg- 
lands way of proceeding, in this- extraordinary conjun- 
ure; and what I intend todo my ſelf, as well as adviſe 
youto on this occaſion. 

To ſpeak of this is a very tender point, and touches the 
quick in a man of my Principles who cannot bur ſtill 
continue an unworthy Member of this Church of Exg- 
land, and conſequently love it with all its faults ; but 
then you may imagine, or rather *tis above imagination 
how concern'dI am toſee it now commit a thouſand in- 
diſcretions, which our Enemies will have ſome cauſe to 
acall by a worſe name, if we perſiſt any longer in them. 
Webegan the beſt in the world, or rather we continu'd 
doing ſo, at the ſettling this King in his Throne, and our 
ſelves in his good opinion. What has fatally alter'd our 
way of proceeding, that was ſo equally wiſe and honeſt ? 
For that tis alter*d, 1s alas too plain in all theſe following 
inſtances, and it would not be a Friends part todiſguile it. 

| Did we not in both'Houſes of Parliament oppoſe the 
King's giving Employments to his Friends and Fellow- 
Sufferers, and not only ſo, but -highly refleCted on his 
Honqur and Juſtice. in doing it ?. So that he rather choſe 
to loſea great Supply, than his good Opinion of us, which 
we mult have forfeited; if we had continued any longer 
to diſoblige him. _ You 
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You will ſay perhaps, the conſequence of that conni- 
vance, and the enlargement of his favours to Roman Ca 
tho/icks ever ſince, has but too much excuſed and even 
juſtified our ſuſpicion then ; but, now, we the well-mea- 
ning men of our Party are apt to blame it the more ; for 
*tis not the firſt time that unreaſonable Jealouſic has pro- 
duced the very thing ſuſpetted ; and beſides, we had but 
little cauſe to grudg at his ſhewing inclination to his own 
Principles, when 1n all eſſential matters he complied 
with ours. 

Butto go on with the ſame freedom among Friends. 
Have nota great many of our conſiderable Clergy-men 
been declaiming once a. week againſt the Roman Catholicks, 
who allthis while are either very modeſt, or forbid to fol- 
low fo indiſcreet an Example? Tho 'tis obvious enough 
what an advantage they might have in ſuch a Rhetorical 
- Combat, bearing the King before them as a Buckler, 
whom neither the Laws of the Land nor of good manners 
allow us ſo much as indireQly to aimat. 

Do not our Univerſities themſelves, thoſe meer Crea- 
tures of Power and Favour, who are only beholding to the 
Laws of late days, and the diſpenſing Power of the Prero- 
oative, for not being held to the Obſervation of all thoſe 
Rules which are inſtituted by R. Catholick Founders ? Do 
not theſe very men, I ſay, flie in the face of Authority, 
and like the Snake in the Fable, ſting that Boſom which 
warms them ? 

\ I know you are too ingenuous to deny the leaſt part 
of this to'a Friend, who reckons all this up, not by way of 
Accuſation , but only as Penitents confeſs their faults, 
with Tears and real ſenſe of Human Frailty ; which I 
hope may be forgiven in a poor- Church that is far from 
wmrecending co ap Infailibility. 7 

Therefore [ know your anſwer is, That *tis true we have 
done all this, but with a great deal of reaſon. Whats 
tilat £ 
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that ? You reply; The belief we are all every day confirm'd 
in, that by ſerving the King, we only enſnare our ſelves in 

aſſiſting the Church of Rome which is endeavouring our 
Ruin; forif to the Zeal, Magnanimity, and indefatig-ble 
Induſtry of the King, we add the heightening his Prero- 
gative,and the tirmneſs of all his Proteſtant Subje&ts both 
in his Armies and Parliament, what imaginable hopes is 
there ” put the.leaſt delay to an univerſal change of Re- 
ligion * | 

You ſceI have put the ObjeQion fairly, and as ſtrongly 
as the Caſe will bear ; for God forbid there ſhould be any 
flattery or fallacy among Friends ; and I know *tis ia vain 
to uſe either of them in Argument, or indeed to argue at 
all in order to convince people, unleſs out of their own 
Frinciples and Practice. | 

Granting then all you pretend, wlnch is much more 
than you can prove, that ſuch a compliance as is defir*d at 
our hands,is the way to bring aboutHis Majeity*s Deſigns; 
and that thoſe deſigns are to re-{ettle Popery ; yet not- 
withſtanding, I think it as evident asall our Rules of Chri- 
ſtianity and Reaſon, that we are bound in conſcience to be | 
intirely paſſive in all things io deſign'd by ſuch a lawful 
Sovereignas Iam ſure our Loyalty has ſufficiently demon- 
ſtrated we acknowledge the preſent King to be. 

And tho you doubt perhaps of my undertaking, yet I 
am confident your wonted Charity and Juſtice will hinder 
you from being ſurpriz'd at it: for what ſhould oblige 
me to a paſſive compliance with a Church ſo oppoſite to 
my own, except the mcer ſenſe of my Duty, and that ob= 
ligationof Loyalty which is the firſt Principle with me, 
and ſoinculcated by the Churc!:.of Ezz1azd her ſelf, that 
if any thing could make me ſyipcct her,. it would be the 
ſeeing her want at this time bat. inhereat Mark-of Hee 
nonr and Juſtice, which ſo. well and glorioully diftin= 
guith'd Her from all other Sects intae World, 4 

ur 
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Our Clergy, 1 find, at prefent go upon this gronnd, 
that inall things relating to the State, weought not an- 
1y to be Paſſive, but Initrumental in our moft zealous 
endeavours ; but in ſucha Caſe as this, a Church Matter, 
where the Proteſtant Religion is ſo much concern'd, we 
are to obey God rather than Man, and ſtop, if it be poſli- 
ble, the approaching Inundation. 

Now, I would fain ask our Zealots how far *tis lawful 
to proceed in this Oppoſition ; Iam confident they are 
too wiſe and honeſt to make it reach to Arms or any 0- 

en ObſtruRions to the Government ; for that was ab- 
orr*d by the Primitive Chriſtians even againft the per- 
ſecuting Feathens. 

Wellthen, 'tisonly to go thus far. We are in Pulpits 

even at the very Court (which by the way would be 
thought a ſtrange Indecency in any Gentlemans Chap- 
pel) to exclaim againſt the Religion of our Sovereign, 
and brand it with Idolatry it felt, a Mark, like that on 
Cain, to invite every body to do him a miſchief, 
__ Weallow our {elves in the Univerſities, not only to 
declaim more boldly, but to deny Obedience to a Mar- 
damus, which only diſpences-with what we our ſelves 
have on ſeveral Occaſions allowed to be omitted, ſo that 
it ſeems we do not deny a diipenſiing Power, but only 
except againſt it in the Supreme Magiſtrate. 

We take alſo this further Liberty, that if the Bars are 
deſired to be taken away from berween the King and his 
Friends, that they may be in the ſame Capacity with 


others of doing him andthe Natiog Service ; thoſe Rods. 


that. were only made to be the ſhameful Inſtruments. of 


Puniſhment to the King himſelf, who ſuffer*d under their 
laſh ſufficiently, are it ſeems not thought ft to be broken, 
but rather to be hung up in Weſtminſfter-hall, as a Tro- 


phy of ſo infamous aVictory paſt, and asa'Terror for the 
time to come. And this is ſuch: a Point of Conſcience 
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(7) 
with ſome of us, that we muſt on that account quit thoſe 
places to which we had no other pretence of Merit;but 
our having oppoſed thoſe Laws formerly, which yet out 
of a fatal ſtubbornneſs we retule now to Repeal. ; 

But theſe Gentlemen are rather to be pitied than 
blamed 'in compariſon of a great many others, who cun- 

ningly keep their Places ſtill with a-ſubtle Whiſper or 
two, and then as lily caſt a look of contempt on all 
their Maſter does or deſigns ; who think themſelves ſo 
dexterons as at the ſame time to convince the King of 
rheir being hisFriends,tho it never appear'd ſo before they 
were his Subjects ; and to convince us of their Zeal, tho 
we never law the leaſt of it, till now , that it becomes a 
little out of ſeaſon. How many Faces have we ſeen of 
late-conftantly at the Kings Proteſtant-Chappel, who 
were ſtrangers enough there before, to make a whole Au- 
dience riſe upand ſtare at their coming in. ?Tis of theſe, 
L believe, the Author of Hud:brafs has propheſied. 
' As if they worſhipp*d God for ſpite. 

Theſe ftand ſometimes on the Threſhold of the Kings. 
Chappel to hear Sefache Sing, but would rather be:made 
like him, than ſtay a moment longer, trembling alas 
out of ſeruple of Conſcience , that Conſcience which 
is.commode enough on all other occaſions, fo. that ?tis 
a. ſhrewd Sign the poor innocent is wrong'd here, and 
not {od moroſe as is pretended, if they would but pur it 
to it's complaiſance, whichnever fails them inall other 
Temptations : this I fay not ſo much to cenſure them, 
#5 to vindicate our Church, which condemns no man 
for ſtaying at Divine Service in any Chriſtian Congre- 
oation, but rather blames ſo-nauſeous an. Aﬀettation of 
Zeal and FaRion. 

" Well then, pray give me leave to-ask what does all 
this proceeding mean ? May we not oppole the Govern- 
ment, and yet may we do all theſe things ? Alas, "_ 
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docs ſuchan Equivocation fignifie, unleſs to render us 
a ſort of ſneaking Party , more afraid of the Laws of 
the Land, than of Gods ? For can any man believe him- 
{elf a Hundred part ſo miſchievous in drawing his Sword 
at an InſurreCtion, as1n telling 5oo People at a time 
in the Name of God that the Religion their King Pro- 
iclles is rank Idolatry ? | 

Does any reaſonable man imagin that ſeveral things 
which our Laws make Treaſon, are halt ſo bad and dan- 
gerous as a Trimming double-dealing Courtier, who has 
nothing in him of Religion, bur his contradicting the 
Kings ! 

It we continue thus, indeed we are not bare faced Re- 
beli's againſt the Government as our SeCtaries once were, 
but I doubt we are little better than Spyes under the 
Protection of it ; which is no great advantage in the 
compariſon. 

We have all the Benefices, all the Church Prefer- 
ments, and only for fear of loſing them, we do enough 
to forfeit them ; like People that die, only for fear of 
Death. 

Did we pull down a Pope to ſet upa King ? And are 
we pulling down a King, or at leaſt tugging with him 
to fer up our ſelves ? 

Whar pretence have we of all the World for doing 
this? We have no private Spirit to guide us in fuch 
dark paths, 

We have no Infallible Council to ſecure us againſt any 
doubts of Conſcience, and all ObjeCtions of human rea- 
ſoning : We have Liſted our ſelves _—— ever 
face Henry the 8hs time, and, like E/ops Horle, are 
_ obliged to bear him for our Rider ever after. Which is 


the humble Opinion of, 
Tour moſt Faithful Friend, 
RPF..D; 


UMI 


- JY? 


Pd 


»—11T1 /,3/-, 
/ 


/ 


